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A NOTE FROM THE DRAMATURG 

I have a special connection to this play: I used to live on 121st Street.  

It is a part of New York City that is not quite the Upper West Side 

(traditional playground of the wealthy) and not quite Harlem 

(traditionally one of the city’s poorest neighborhoods). Four blocks to 

the north is 125th St, home of the Apollo Theater and an iconic thor-

oughfare of the African American experience. Across the street to the 

south is Columbia University, an elite institution of the Ivy League. 

And on the block where I lived is a humble Catholic church and school, 

a fictionalized version of which is the heart of our play. The name of 

that church/school? Coincidentally enough, it’s Corpus Christi. 

I have long admired the playwright Stephen Adly Guirgis, not merely 

because we clearly shared the same stomping grounds. His work is a 

masterful blend of the sacred and the profane. On one hand, miracles 

can happen; and on the other, his characters often share a vocabulary 

that would make even sailors blush. (The title of his Broadway debut 

was referred to in newspapers as The M*********** with The Hat.) 

The clearest example of this is his play The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, 

which dares to ask if even the most reviled figure in Christianity isn’t 

perhaps worth a little charity.  

Religion and theatre have been intertwined throughout the history of 

the art form (Ancient Greece, Classical Japan, Medieval Europe, Classi-

cal India, etc.). Now, I’m not saying that Our Lady of 121st Street is the 

same as going to church or sacrificing a goat to 

the Greek god Dionysus. But every time we 

come together in the theatre, the whole is al-

ways greater than the sum of its parts. And 

that is even true in this story of a group of lost 

souls who need, seek, and come tantalizingly 

close to earning redemption.  

 

-Thomas A. Oldham, Ph.D. 
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