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The Penelopiad
Margaret Atwood

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO
AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIB-
UTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING
THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AU-

THOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPY-
RIGHT LAW.

THE PENELOPIAD is presented by arrangement with Curtis Brown Group, Ltd.



ected by Py 08

(S nsapten  bir
Diected by ap~® )
o wattvor ’. <

Stage Manager
Natatie Festarl
Bsst

Stage
Drake McElea
DEPARTMENT OF
THEATRE

& DANCE

|

Shakespeare’s THE COMEDY OF ERRORS
November 15-17 & 21-23
Tues-Sat 7:30 @ $10-12 / Sun 2:00 @ $8

Genter for the Arts / 6300 Ocean Dr. / 2nd Stoplight

Tickets available online: tamuce.tix.com

Box Office:361.825.5800 / boxoffice@tamucc.edu
theatre.tamuce.edu / @tamucctheatre_stage / FB: tamuctheatre
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Margaret Atwood is an award-winning Canadian novelist, essay-
ist, short-story writer, and poet. Long interested in topics as var-
ied as gender and identity, religion, language, ecology, and poli-
tics, Atwood has written in many genres, including speculative
fiction and historical fiction. Her work has frequently been
adapted for film, television, and the stage.

Atwood’s first published work in the early 1960s was poetry, but
she soon started writing novels as well. By the mid- 705 she had
gained fame throughout much of her Z -
native Canada, but her reputation ex-
ploded on an international level with
the publication of her novel The
Handmaid’s Tale in 1985. After win-
ning the prestigious Arthur C. Clarke
Award for science fiction, Atwood has
said that the book might more
properly be labeled speculative fic-
tion, because there is precedent in
real life for everything contained in it.
The Handmaid’s Tale has been
adapted into a movie, several plays, a
ballet, an opera, and, most famously,
an Emmy Award-winning television series.

After the success of The Handmaid’s Tale, Atwood published
many well-received and award-winning novels including Cat’s
Eye, The Robber Bride, Alias Grace, The Blind Assassin, and Oryx
and Crake. In 2005, she wrote the novella The Penelopiad, which
she adapted for the stage in 2007. In 2019, she published a se-
quel to The Handmaid'’s Tale entitled The Testaments.

Because of her probing engagement with vital issues, Atwood’s
novels are among the most challenged and banned books in the
United States today.

Photo: Larry D. Moore, CC BY 4.0, Wikimedia Commons.
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THE PENELOPIAD

THE CAST

Penelope-Ericca Mahaffey

The Maids/Ensemble

Brooklin Alexander
Kennedy Renee Alexander
Megan Barbara Bain
Niairia Brager
lzzy Cantu
Madeline Clark
Kaeya Brooke Garcia
Summer Laich
Gabriella Lopez
Jay Munselle Woods
Sarah Jean Roller

Aurora Stefania Usai
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PRODUCTION STAFF

Director

Stage Manager

Asst. Stage Manager

Scenic Designer

Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

Projections Designer
Assistant Projections Designer
Sound Designer

Assistant Sound Designer
Movement / Fight Coordinator
Properties Lead

Hair & Makeup Designer
Dramaturg

Technical Director/Scene Shop
Supervisor
Costume Shop Supervisor

Scenic Run Crew
Properties Run Crew

Wardrobe Run Crew Head
Wardrobe Run Crew

Hair & Makeup Run Crew Head
Hair & Makeup Crew

Head Electrician

Lighting Programmer
Electrics Crew

Light Board Operator

Sound / Projections Board Operator

Meredith Melville
Elyzette (Eel) Moncada
Kailey Smith

Kevin Loeffler

Jamie Grime

Alex Mason

Kevin Loeffler

Ren Christensen
Alex Mason

Ren Christensen
Megan Barbara Bain
J Satterwhite

Alina Delesus
Thomas A. Oldham
Jordan Bohl

Alexandra Shaw

Emma Syrdal, Jude Rangel

Morgan Busanet

Zee Jones

Hayvn Bennett, Angel Purl, Nex Rich-
ard, Tara Young, Ava Zabel

Aniya Mosley

Kye Bates, Lenny Compton, Abby Cor-
bett, Kim Coss

lzzy Guillot

Gabriel Almager

Bella Gonzales, Jaxon Mabry, Ryan
Perez-Castafieda

Jaxon Mabry

Ren Christensen



PRODUCTION STAFF (CONTINUED)

Scenic Construction
Crew

Scenic Paint Crew

Lead Stitchers

Stitchers

Doris Agard, Kye Bates, Noah Bryant, Morgan Bus-
anet, Madeline Clark, Andrew Cloe, Lenny Comp-
ton, Nick Duve, Michael Flores, Stephanie Garate,
Rafe Hernandez, Salem Herrera-Vela, Gabriella
Lopez, Meaghan Morrissey, Chloe Paulson, Finn
Pool, Angel Purl, Jude Rangel, Kylie Spencer, Haley
Sturgeon, Emma Syrdal, Aiden Tarango, Mark Tre-
vino, Keith Tubbs, Aurora Usai, Dalilah Velasquez,
Ava Zabel

Sully Blanco, Robert Garza, Rozlin Haynie, Noah
Smith, Justin Taylor

Lucas Collins, Abby Corbett, Alina De Jesus, Jamie
Grime

Sophia Alvarado-Ruiz, Alexis Aguilar, Anisha Ali, MJ
Blencoe, Alma Caballero, Diego Calderon, Bella
Carrillo, Nick Duve, Kaeya Garcia, Summer Laich,
Beau Laviolette, EM Miller, Jay Munselle-Woods,
Arturo Pena, Angela Presser, Maddy Rocha, Jacob
Roller, llias Rodriguez, Keoni Saadt, Jo Szatkowski

Marketing / Graphics Designer Alison Frost

Box Office

House Manager

Front of House

Meredith Melville, Christina Maher,
Megan Bain, Aniya Mosley
Meredith Melville

Abby Corbett, Ben Domingue, Bennie
Hernandez, Brooklin Alexander, Cloey
Hollar, Frank Villalvazo, Gabriella Gon-
zalez, Jalen Wheaton, Michael
Mondejar, Sai Nicholson, Zaniel Watts

The pre-show announcement was recorded by Deandre Washington, member

of Raising Voices, TAMU-CC’s voiceover club.
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Center for the Arts / 6300 Ocean Dr. / 2nd Stoplight

Tickets available online: famuce.tix.com

Box Oflice:361.825.5800 / boxoflice@tamucc.edu
theatre.tamucc.edu / @tamucctheatre_stage / FB: tamuctheatre

TEXS At

TRUBN

GISAMC
/&c}uus‘n




A NOTE FROM THE DRAMATURG

Homer’s Odyssey is maybe the
most famous story ever. Full of
adventure, monsters, death-
defying cleverness by our hero
Odysseus, clashes with gods, and
a happy ending in the arms of his
beautiful wife Penelope, it is a
fantastic tale. Its impact on cul-
ture over the last 3000 years is
immeasurable.

People have been borrowing/stealing from The Odyssey since
ancient Greek tragedies like Oedipus, Agamemnon, and Medea.
Even Shakespeare re-worked aspects of it. This has continued in
our own time: the most celebrated novel of the 20th Century,
James Joyce’s Ulysses, is a direct adaptation, as is the Coen
Brothers’ movie O Brother, Where Art Thou?

And yet, what story is really being told?

Odysseus struggles to return home to his faithful, patient wife,
using his cunning to survive. Penelope waits alone for twenty
years, but Odysseus has affairs with Circe and Calypso. Upon his
reunion with Penelope, Odysseus kills all the men who were vy-
ing for her attention while he was away. He also executes twelve
of Penelope’s maids for their relations with those suitors. Odys-
seus holds everyone to a standard that he himself cannot meet.

This double standard is examined in Margaret Atwood’s Penelo-
piad, a re-telling of The Odyssey from Penelope’s perspective. In
our play, she has a rich life, full of conflict, cunning, and moral
ambivalence. She is a fully rounded character and not the sym-
bol of chaste patience that she has been for millennia. The
maids, too, get their say. Dispatched with very few lines in
Homer’s original, here they provide the story’s conscience,
which we in the 21st Century cannot ignore.

All this time, who have we been listening to?

-Thomas A. Oldham, Ph.D.

Image: Odysseus Blinding the Cyclops Polyphemus.
Unknown Ancient Greek vase painter, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Alison Frost, Department Chair of Theatre & Dance
Kevin Loeffler, Director of Theatre

Jilissa Cotten, Director of Dance

Rosa M. Lazaro, Professor of Theatre

Kelly Russell, Professor of Theatre

Meredith Melville, Associate Professor of Theatre
Thomas A. Oldham, Associate Professor of Theatre
Sarah Gonzalez, Assistant Professor of Dance

Alex Mason, Assistant Professor of Theatre

Marco Mufioz, Assistant Professor of Theatre
Jason Tate, Adjunct Professor of Fight Direction

J. Don Luna, Professor Emeritus of Theatre

Jordan Bohl, Technical Director

Alexandra Shaw, Costume Shop Supervisor

Megan Bain, Student Office Assistant
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ISLAND DANCE DEMO: LOVE THE MOUSE
April 29 @ 7:30 / $10-12

center for the Arts / 6300 Ocean Dr. / 2nd Stoplight

Tickets available online: tamucc.tix.com
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Join us after
the October

11th & 18th
shows!

immediately following
Friday night performances
of our mainstage productions.




